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Meet the Goldcrest!

The Goldcrest is the smallest bird in the UK! It's only 9cm long and weighs the same as a 20p
coin. It has greenish feathers and a bright yellow or orange crown on its head - like a little
crown! You might see a Goldcrest hopping around fir or pine trees in your garden,
especially in winter. They eat tiny insects and spiders and are very quick and busy birds.

In spring, Goldcrests make nests out of moss, feathers, and spider webs. They hang their
nests on the ends of tree branches like a hammock. They lay lots of eggs — up to 12 at once!
Goldcrests can have two nests in one year.

Firecrest or Goldcrest?

Have you ever seen a Firecrest or Goldcrest? These two birds look very similar! They are
both tiny, green, and fast-moving. But here’s how to tell them apart:

- A Goldcrest has a plain face.

- A Firecrest has a black stripe through its eye and a white line above it.

- Goldcrests say “zi-zi-zi” and Firecrests sing louder and in patterns.

When birdwatchers talk about Firecrest vs Goldcrest, they look at the face and the crown
colour. The Firecrest often has a brighter crown and a bolder face.

So next time you see a small bird with a colourful crown in your garden or school grounds,
you can ask: Is it a Firecrest or Goldcrest? Either way, it’s a special visitor!

Fun Facts!

- Goldcrests are the tiniest birds in the UK.

- They can lay up to 20 eggs a year!

- Firecrests are rare, but sometimes visit gardens.

- Both birds love to live in pine trees and eat insects.
- Their bright head feathers help them find a mate.



